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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



image reading apparatus compri^kl^: 
selection means for selectine^afia connecting one of a plurality of 
image forming apparatuses*' 

first determination ncfeans for determining whether or not input of 
management informatimar relating to a user is to be requested of the user, 
based on information i^ceived from the selected image forming apparatus^ 

input meaias for inputting the management information and 
transmitting the/ input management information to the selected image 
forming appara/tus, in accordance with a determination of said first 
determination ineans?* 

second determination means for determining information relating to 
permission/prohibition of image reading of an image of an original 
transmitted from the selected image forming apparatus, in accordance with 
the input and transmitted management information; and 

image reading means for reading the image of the original, based on a 
deternunation of said second determination means, and for transmitting an 
imaged signal representing the read image to the selected image forming 
apparatus. 



2. An image reading apparatus according to Claim 1, wherein said 
jtaage reading means compre^^s the image signal and then transmits the 
Jmpresse3Ttoage_sigiu 




3. An image forming appar^tuaJeSmp rising: 
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request means for transmitting a request for input of management 
information relating to a user of an image reading apparatus t/ the image 
reading apparatus when said image forming apparatus is ^^lected by the 
image reading apparatus? 

determination means for determining ppj:6iission/prohibition of 
image reading based on the management infopi^tion transmitted from the 
image reading apparatus, in accordance with the request for input, and for 
transmitting information relating t^^tne permission/prohibition to the image 
reading apparatus? and^ 

image processmg m^^te^bf" receiving and processing an image signal 
transmitted from the^Mia^ reading apparatus, in accordance with the 
information relatiii^to the permission/prohibition. 



4. An< image forming apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein said 
image pro^ssing means performs printing of the image signal. 

5. An image forming apparatus according to Claim 3, wherein the 
im^ge signal is a compressed image signal, and wherein said image 
Mocessing means performs expansion processing of the compressed image 
signal. 



^TAn image reading method^ 
a selection procediXPedGSfselecting and connecting one of a pluraUty of 
^ ^ image formingja^r^aratuses! 

first determinat ion procedure for determining whethe^ or not 
^t of management inform ation^lnelating to a user is to be reqji^ted of the 
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"ifee g baood on iiifoi ' iiialiuii received £10111 iLc Melcctcd imfige'-^'tiSrmnT g 
apparatus; 

an input procedure for inputting the^^alanagement information and 
transmitting the input management^ififormation to the selected image 
forming apparatus in accorda^fi:^ with a determination in said first 
determination procedure; 

a second deteripihation procedure for determining information 
relating to permission^rohibition of image reading of an image of an original 
transmitted from jfehe selected image forming apparatus in accordance with 
the input and toansmitted management information; and 

an in^ge reading procedure for reading the image of the original, 
based on a/determination in said the second determination procedure, and for 
transmitting an image signal representing the read image to the selected 
image forming apparatus. 



7. An image reading method according to Claim 6, ^herein said image 
reading proge^Uii'e coiiiprises-a^^grocedure for compressing the image signal 
anO^CIien transmitting the compressed image signal. 



8. An image forming method comprising: ^ 

a request procedure for transmi^tirig a request for input of 

management information relatii?(g W^^^^i an image reading apparatus to 

the image reading apparatus w^^^njin image forming apparatus is selected 

by the image reading appapa^s; 

a determinatipii procedure for determining permission/prohibition of 

image readine}>€fsed on the management information transmitted from the 



image reading apparatus, in accordance with the request for inpuj<^nd for 
transmitting the information relating to the permission/prohimtion to the 
image reading apparatus* and y 

an image processing procedure for recei\dng and/processing an image 
signal transmitted from the image reading apparatus; in accordance with the 
information relating to the permission/prohibition/ 

9. An image forming method according to Claim 8, wherein said 
image processing procedure performs priocessing for printing the image 
signal. / 

10. An image forming SoiqW^^ according to Claim 8, wherein the 
image signal is a compressed ^mage signal, and wherein said image 
processing procedure performs expansion processing of the compressed image 
signal. / 

11. An image communication system comprising- 
an image reading apparatus comprising: 

selection means for selecting and connecting one of a plurality 
of image forming apparatuses, 

first determination means for determining whether or not 
input of management information relating to a user is to be requested of the 
user in accordance with/ a request for input received from the selected image 
forming apparatus, / 

input means for inputting the management information and 
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transmitting the input management information to the selected im^^ 
forming apparatus, in accordance with a determination of first 
determination means, y/^ 

second determination means for determimng information 
relating to permission/prohibition of image reading of ajaTimage of an original 
transmitted from the selected image forming appar^us, in accordance with 
the input and transmitted management information, and 

image reading means for readmg the image of the original, 
based on a determination of the second /determination means, and for 
transmitting an image signal repregientmg the read image to the selected 
image forming apparatus; and / U/ >/ 
an image forming apparamis cranprising^ 

request means for J^ansmitting a request for input of the 
management information when sacid image forming apparatus is selected by 
said image reading apparatus, / 

third determination means for determining 
permission/prohibition of image reading based on the management 
information transmitted fi-oin said image reading apparatus, in accordance 
with the request for input,/ and for transmitting information relating to the 
permission/prohibition to ^aid image reading apparatus, and 

image processing means for receiving and processing an 
image signal transmitted fi-om said image reading apparatus, in accordance 
with the information /elating to the permission/prohibition^ and 

communicamon means for performing communication of information 
between said image reading apparatus and said image forming apparatus. 
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12. An image communication system according to Claim 11, whepmn a 
local area network is used as said communication means. 
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13. A communication method comprising the step of^ 
executing in an image reading apparatus' 

a selection procedure for selecting/and connecting one of a 
plurality of image forming apparatuses, / 

a first determination procedure for determining whether or 
not input if management information rela^ng to a user is to be requested of 
the user, in accordance with a request for input received from the selected 
image forming apparatus, /^^/ 

an input procedure foi™iBii^^^g the management information 
and transmitting the input mana^ment information to the selected image 
forming apparatus, in accordance with a determination in the first 
determination procedure, / 

a second determination procedure for determining 
information relating to perm/ssion/prohibition of image reading of an image 
of an original transmitted from the selected image forming apparatus, in 
accordance with the input and transmitted management information, and 

an image reading procedure for reading the image of the 
original, based on a determination in the second determination procedure, 
and for transmitting ai4 image signal representing the read image to the 
selected image formina^apparatus^ and 

executing in the selected image forming apparatus ^ 

a rec^est procedure for transmitting a request for input of the 
management information to the image reading apparatus, 
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a third determination procedure for detejeaifiing 
permission/prohibition of image reading, based on the — management 
information transmitted from the image reading^^tf^^ratus, in accordance 
with the request for input, and for transroij^^ing the information relating to 
the permission/prohibition to th^maee^^^ading apparatus, and 

an image processmgprocedure for receiving and processing an 
image signal transmitted fro^--*}ife image reading apparatus, in accordance 
with the information relamig to tne permission/prohibition. 

14. A corEmaunication method according to Claim 13, further 
comprising th^^step of communicating information between the image 
reading apparatus and the image forming apparatus via a local area network. 



□ 



the^^egrgjja 
lecting and connecting one 



J,.&^-A^omputer readable memory" 
comprising- 

program codes for a selection process 
of a plurality of image forming apparaj 

program codes for a determination process for determining 

whether or not input of ma^gement information relating to a user is to be 
requested of the user, h^tsed on information received from the selected image 
forming apparatusj 

progran^ codes for an input process for inputting the management 
information >^nd transmitting the input management information to the 
selected inmge forming apparatus in accordance with a determination in t)(e 
first det^minf 

Program codes for a second determination ^ioeeaa fu r-He ter mining 
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iftfbn^ation relating to permissionyproliibition of imageji&adirl^ ot an image 
of an original transmitted from the selegted'lmage forming apparatus, in 
accordance with the input and tpaitSmitted management information; and 

program codes ioy^ image reading process for reading the image of 
the original base^Xfn a determination in the second determination process, 
and for transmitting an image signal representing the read image to the 
selected image forming apparatus. 

/ 16. A computer readable memory according to Claim 15, wherein the 
image reading process compresses the image signal and then transmits the 
'<5ompressedimage sigiial. 

17. A computer readable memory storing a program, the progpcrar 
comprising: 

program codes for a request process for transmitting a request for 
input of management information relating to a userydl an image reading 
apparatus to the image reading apparatus when an image forming apparatus 
is selected by the image reading apparatus; / 

program codes for a deteraiination process for determining 
permission/prohibition of image ieadiri^^^ on the management 

information transmitted from the ima^^reading apparatus, in accordance 
with the request for input, and for transmitting information relating to the 
permission/prohibition to the image reading apparatus; and 

program codes for an/image process for receiving and processing an 
image signal transmitteji^om the image reading apparatus in accordance 
with the informatiojvlfelating to the permission/prohibition. 



18. A computer readable memory according to Claim 17, wherein,.tfie 
image process performs processing for printing the image signal. j< 

19. A computer readable memory according to Claim/i?, wherein the 
image signal is a compressed image signal, and whereni the image process 
performs expansion processing of the compressed image signal. 

20. A computer readable memory storii^ a program, the program 
comprising- / 

program codes for a selection process^for selecting and connecting one 
of a plurality of image forming apparaais^i 

program codes for a first S^t^^i&siuor). process for determining 
whether or not input of management mformation relating to a user is to be 
requested of the user, in accordanca/with a request for input received firom 
the selected image forming apparatus; 

program codes for an inmit process for inputting the management 
information and transmitting ythe input management information to the 
selected image forming apparatus, in accordance with a determination in the 
first determination process*' / 

program codes for second determination process for determining 
information relating to pe/mission/prohibition of image reading of an image 
of an original transmitted firom the selected image forming apparatus, in 
accordance with the input and transmitted management information; and 

program codesyior an image reading process for reading the image of 
the original, based on a determination in the second determination process, 
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and for transmitting an image signal representing the read image t(j/Uie 
selected image forming apparatus^ 

program codes for a request process for transmitting a/request for 
input of the management information to the image reading apparatus when 
the image forming apparatus is selected by the image readmg apparatus; 

program codes for a third determination process for determining 
permission/prohibition of image reading based yon the management 
information transmitted from the image reading a^pparatus, in accordance 
with the request for input, and for transmitting/the information relating to 
the permission/prohibition to the image readingf apparatus; and 

program codes for an image process for receiving and processing an 
image signal transmitted from the imagej?4ading apparatus, in accordance 
with the information relating to the pM'nSii'sBion/nFohibition. 

21. An authentication system Wjaftprising: 

a first terminal apparatus /capable of executing a plurality of 
functions; and 

a second terminal apparati:jfe for assigning and requesting execution 
of one of the plurality of functions,; 

wherein different authentication functions are set for each of the 
plurality of functions of said. firs/ terminal apparatus. 



22. An authenticatioiy system according to Claim 21, wherein said 
first terminal apparatus coraprises a printer. 



23. An authenticaftion system according to Claim 21, wherein said 
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second terminal apparatus comprises a scann^. 



24. An authentication sy&tej3i according to Claim 22, wherein the 
printer is enabled to perform ^dti least high-quality color printing and 
monochromatic printing ^s t]|^i^p}urality of functions. 



25. An authentication system according to Claim 24, wherein, when 
execution of higlr^ahty color printing is requested, the printer requests a 
user ID, a division ID, and a title ID in order to perform authentication. 



